This paper contains an elementary proof of the fact that if A and Bare n-square matrices over a prin ci~~1 ideal domain R with relatively prime determinants, then 5 (AB) ==5 ( 
The purpose of this note is to present a simple proof of the result that uses elem entary properties of compound matrices.
LEMMA Since A and SeA) are equivalent it follows immediately that AB and S(A)US(B) are equivalent where U is unimodular. Thus
S(AB)=S(S(A)US(B» (1)
Since it is obvious that dk(S (A) 
Ck(S (A )US(B)) =CdS (A) )CdU)CdS(B))

dho (S (AB)) = dho (A )dk(B)
and the proof is complete.
